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causes of abortion: such nro uterine catarrh, in which tho uterus suffers as 
much as in tho ovolution of a fcctuB; leucorrham; or even constitutional 
syphilis. There may ho added to theso tho repetition of examinations with 
tho speculum, or tho injudicious employment of internal remedies. In short, 
M. Gosselin believes that tho influence of ulcerations of tho neck of tho uterus 
in the production of abortion, is very doubtful. 

M. Danyau has investigated, at tho Maternity Hospital, tho condition of tho 
neck of tho uterus in 22 pregnant women. _ Of that number, 8 presented 
erosions on tho surface, and a fungous condition of tho neck ; in G others the 
erosions occupied tho os tincao; tho remaining 8 exhibited no ulcerations what* 
ever, and tho neck of tho uterus was merely irregular in shapo and of a violet 
colour. These last cases had reached tho final period of utero-gestntion. The 
erosions wero generally accompanied by a uterine catarrh. Only two presented 
this uterine catarrh without any erosion. 

M. Cloquet considers theso ulcerations of tho neck of the uterus ns more 
frequent in tho last month of pregnancy. lie does not, howovor, regard them 
ns true ulcers, but as an enlargement (ftoursoti/fetne/d). of tho follicles and 
pnpillio of tho neck, or as a congested stato of these papillae, with abrasion of 
the epithelium. IIo compares them to tho strawherry-liko surfneo of certain 
hemorrhoidal tumours, bleeding like these upon the slightest touch, and 
secreting a mucouB ora muco-purulentfluid. M. Cloquet has never considered 
it necessary to enutorizo them, or to employ any other means than astringent 
injections in their treatment, when they occasion either discharge or hemorrhage. 
After delivery these vegetations disappear spontaneously, in tho snme manner 
as the hemorrhoids and varicose voins connected with pregnancy. 

M. Voili-emier has found no ulcerations in a largo number of women, arrived 
at the eighth month of pregnancy, who had been examined by him with the 
speculum. 

M. Gerdy has observed soft fungous erosions on tho neck of the utorus in 
pregnant women ; those erosions disappeared after tho accouchement, lie 
considers that tho engorged state of the veins from tho sinking of the uterus, 
accounts for the violaceous colour of tho vulva, tho vagina, and the neck, 
and recommends the horizontal posture, with tho view of relieving this 
engorgement, 

M. Huguier belioves that four different affections of the utorus requiro to bo 
considered separately; theso arc, catarrh, granulations, uloorntions, and tho 
fungous condition of tho neck. 

1st, Catarrh. This occurs in nearly all women when advanced as far as tho 
last month of pregnancy, and, according to M. Iluguior, proceeds from an in¬ 
crease, with or without inflammation in tho mucous follicles, of the gelatiniform 
secretion, natural at this period. 

2d, Granulations. He divides theso into three varieties, one formed by an 
hypertrophied state of the papillm and mucous niemhrauo, and co-existing with 
granular vaginitis. Another consists of true vegetations, and coexists with 
analogous vegetations on the vaginal walls or vulva. A third kind are situated 
round the os, and consist in an hypertrophy of tho mucous follicles, or an 
accumulation of mucus within their cavity. 

3d, Ulcerations. These ho considers rare during pregnancy, hut simulated 
by other states of the os and neck, from tho muco-purutcnt fluid often lodging 
about it at this period. 

4th, Fungous state of neck. This condition M. Huguier alleges to he tho 
consequence of, and, in fact, inherent to pregnanoy, and to consist in an in¬ 
flamed, softened, and swollen stato of the parts in tho neighbourhood of tho 03 
tincco. He considers these conditions as of trivial importance, and employs 
means of the most simple nnturo for their treatment .—Monthly Journ. Med., 
June, 1855, from L* Union Med., April 21, 1855. 

40. Cccsarean Section Successfully Performed for the Second Time on the same 
Patient .—For upwards of fifty years, Prof. Stoltz, of Strasbourg, remarks 
(Gazette M&licale, June lGrh and 23d), the Caesarean section, although frequently 
resorted to in Paris, has not generally been followed by success, whilst towards 
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the closo of the last century, it was in numerous instances attended with tho 
results, in tho hands of the celebrated accoucheurs of that period, Lauvor- 
«at Deleurye, Coutouly, Millot, etc. This failure of tho. operation, in tho 
nrictico of modern surgeons, he considers as having led to its being regarded 
ns much more hazardous than it really is, and to its consequent restriction to 
hose cases in which it is found impossible to effect delivery by any other 
method. Thus, tho accoucheurs of Paris have nearly all been induced to adopt 
the English practice, according to which, rather than risk the hfo of tho mother, 
hcv sacrifice that of tho child, wherever tho difficulty appears surmountable 
hvso doing ; a proceeding which our author believes to he unjustifiable, on tho 
erounds that ono lifo is taken without any certainty of thus saving the other. 
M Stoltz has performed tho Cresnrenn operation six times, with tho result of 
earing both mother and infant in four of these instances, and tho child in tho 
remaining two. Tho latest of these cases is that which he communicates to 
the Academy of Sciences, as possessing additional interest in the fact of its 
being tho second occasion in which tho operation had been performed, with 
complete success, on tho same individual. _ . ,... 

Tho patient, Adele Fenninger, ret. 36, was tho subject of general raclutio 
deformity, and had boon operated on, three years previously, by Dr. Each, of 
Strasbourg, who published the case in tho Gazette MAlicale of that city, m 
1810 On that occasion the operation wns successful, although performed 
under very unfavourable circumstances, tho patient being " radicalement 
rachitic, in very delicato health, ill-nournished, and suffering from considerable 
obliquity of the uterus. At the time of the operation, somewhat too largo on 
incision in tho abdominal and uterine walls was attended with troublesome 
protrusion of tho intestines; and during tho progress of tho case, erysipelatous 
inflammation of the points of suturo, and phlebitis, followed by oedema of the 
left inferior extremity, were circumstances which inure than onco threatened 
the life of tho patient; however, by careful attention, these dangers woro 
averted, and a complete euro was obtained in tho spaco of two and a half 


months. _ „ , . . 

Tho second operation, which presents no features of much importance, is 
minutely described by M. Stoltz, who remarks, Hint from the ordinary course 
of the second pregnancy, three years after the first operation, it may be con¬ 
cluded that tho oicatrization of tho uterus had been sufficiently perfect to 
resist with impunity a second dilatation of that organ; nnd that tho second 
operation, like tho first, had been complete in its success, mother and child 
being both saved. In conclusion, he refers to a number of other instances 
whero tho operation had been repeatedly performed on tho same patient with 
successful results. Tho following published cases are enumerated by him, and 
the publication mentioned in which they arc to ho found 
Dr. Mangold, of Bale, operated, first in 1797, mid again in 1801, and M. 
Mautz, in 1807, upon tho sumo patient, who. died on tho twenty-second day 
after the third operation. 

Dr. Bacqua, of. Nantes, oporated successfully on ono patient, first m 1707, 
and again in 1806. „ .... , 

Dr. Dariste, of Martinique, operated successfully on ono patient in 180o and 


Dr. Lemaistre, d’Aix, opernted three times on one patient, in 1805, 1807, nnd 
1814. Tho patient died fivo days after tho last operation. _ 

Dr. Clmrmcil operated in 1813 (?), nnd another shrgeon in 1814, on ono 
patient, each successfully. 

Choussier communicates the successful performance of tho operation a second 


Merrem, of Cologne, oporated successfully on tho patient, first in 1821, and 
floaiu in 182G. Dr. Zwanck operated for tho first time on a patient named 
Adametz; Dr. Weidcmnnn operation a second time; Dr. Michaelis a third, and 
again a fourth time, with success. . . ... 

Dr. llouvin communicates a caso where the operation was repeated with 
success. Dr. Bowen performed the operation twice on one patient, in 1833 and 
1835, with success. 
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Professor Kilian, of Bonn, operated successfully on one patient, first in 1832, 
and thon in 1838. In another case, ho operated in 1837, and tho samo patient 
recovered from a repetition of tho operation in 1843. # , 

Dr. Mcstcnhaeuscr operated successfully on one pationt in 1840 and 1844. 

Here, then, adds M. Stoi.tz, aro fourteen well authenticated instances of this 
operation having been successfully repeated in the samo patients. In two of 
tho cases mentioned, tho operation was performed three different times, hut,on 
tho last occasions, followed by tho death of tho mother. In a third instance, 
however, it was performed no less than four times with completo success. 
This example would almost induce him to believo in thoso cases quoted by 
some authors, whero women wero said to have undergone tho Cajsariun section 
six or seven times. 


41, On the Mode of Presentation of Dead Children in Labour .—Tire AssmiV 
Hon Medical Journal for Aug. 31, contains an interesting paper on this subject 
by Dr. J. Mathews Duncan. The following arc the author's conclusions drawn 
from tho observations ho has made. ...... 

1. The healthy foetus floats obliquely, with its head lowest, in a fluid of its 
own specific gravity—a position corresponding to that it has in utcro 

2. Tho foetus has a specific gravity of about 1050, while that of tho liquor 

amnii, at tho full time, is nearly 1010. ........ 

3. Soon after the death of tho foetus in utcro, changes tako placo in it (pro¬ 
bably chiefly in tho brain) which alter its position of equilibrium in a fluid of 
its own specific gravity, bo as to bo generally tho reverao of that of tho healthy 
fcctUB; that is, so as to ho oblique, with its head highest. 

4 It may happon that an advanced stngo of decomposition oF tho rectus, 
with collapse of tho cranium, may make its position of equilibrium, when 
floating, ngain oblique, with tho head lowest. . . 

5. These circumstances havo probably considerable influcnco in determining 
the frequent malpresentations of dead children. 


42. Placenta Pi'ccvia.— Mr. J. Thomson gives (Glasgow Medical Journal,July, 
1855) ft statistical report of tlireo thousand three hundred cases of obstetricy, 
in which there were five cases of placental presentation. Tho mother, in three 
of theso cases, recovered; in two died; all the children wero stillborn, ihe 
details of two of these cases which he gives are as follows:— 

Case l “ I was sent for to visit Mrs. O., resident four miles from town, on 
tho llth'October, at four P.M., and who, I was informed, had experienced 
repeated attacks of hemorrhage during tho preceding two months. On arriving 
at lior house, I found that sho had already fainted several times, and that, with 
every successive pain, the flooding was severe. Her skin was cold to the touch, 
tho pulse rapid and scarcely perceptible at tho wrist. On examination, the 
placenta was felt protruding through tho soft and yielding os uteri. \\ itliout 
loss of time, the hand was introduced, the child turned, and delivered stillborn. 
Immediately afterwards, tho placenta came away, almost without any further 
loss of blood. All this was accomplished in less than fifteen minutes after 1 
entered tho house. I remained with the pationt for an hour afterwards, and 
durin" this time tliero was no tendency to syncope, although the pulse still 
remained oxtrcmely weak and boating upwards of 120. After giving suitable 
instructions, I left, requesting that I should he sent for if she became worse 
during tho night. Next day I found her weak, but without any other com¬ 
plaint? The pulse was somewhat stronger, though nearly as rapid as before. 
From this period sho continued slowly to improvo up to the eighth day, when 1 
was again summoned in great lmste. I found that, while sitting up in bed 
taking breakfast, sho had fainted. Sho had been immediately placed in the 
horizontal position, and had tho pillows removed from under her head. Hus, 
and tho administration of some cordials, soon restored her to consciousness. 
From this time she continued to improve, till tho beginning of tho following 
week. Sho then began to talk incohorently, and to show decided indications 
of an attack of puerperal mania." ...... , r „ 

Case 2. “At eight A. M. of tho 1st December, I was sent for to visit Mrs. 



